Checkride Weaknesses
This list was reported by an FAA Examiner after approximately 50 checkrides in the San Diego area during private, instrument, commercial, and CFI checkrides

Ground Portion

1. Lack of knowledge of the PTS (this was the most common weakness)

2. Inability to read coded weather in METAR and TAF reports

3. Unfamiliarity with the AFD

4. Lack of knowledge of airspace, especially Class G and surprisingly among CFI candidates

5. Lack of basic knowledge of aircraft fuel, hydraulic, gyro, pitot, static, electrical, gear, prop systems

6. Lack of knowledge of light gun signals

7. Knowledge of what constitutes an airworthy airplane

8. Lack of knowledge of required inspections, Ads, and how to read aircraft maintenance logbooks

Flight Portion
1. Riding brakes and no brake check

2. Improper or unspecific ATC read back

3. Not landing on centerline
4. Emergency landing – unwilling to land on a public runway during an emergency scenario

General Observation
Pilots need more training on system or equipment malfunctions especially in high workload situations – e.g. simulated engine failure scenario on downwind or close to the airport. Or lost com nearing the airport. Instructors need to create emergency distractions like these so students can respond appropriately
